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Morris lemma — Premier of NSW, or Urban myth? 


New photographic evidence has surfaced supporting 
the existence of a mysterious creature inhabiting 
Sydney's Macquarie street. Dubbed the "Morris 
lemma" by the media, the creature is supposedly the 
Premier of NSW, though no concrete proof has yet 
been found to confirm that the phantom is anything 
other than an hysterical fiction. Nevertheless, residents 
of Sydney are being advised to stay indoors, as next 

to nothing is known about the Morris Iemma. 


The grainy, out of focus images seem to depicta Llama- 
like creature in NSW State Parliament, The pictures are 
said by some to vindicate several sworn testimonials 

by frightened members of the NSW Labor party. 


The sudden appearance of the beast has been linked 

by some to the disappearance of Premier Bob Carr, 
Treasurer Andrew Refshauge, and Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure Craig Knowles, though this is 


most likely nothing more than wild speculation itical ana recommend that you treat the situation with the same: degree 
xi b - = p " n > CPIS a 
x of caution you would exercise in the presence of a politician or bear. 
} F P 


Very little is known about the Morris lemma or its behaviour. If you see the 
monster, do not approach it ~ in its confusion and fear it could attack, or 


Space programme shifts focus from "Exploring Space" to 
“Trying really hard not to explode people’ 


Australia to negotiate uranium exporting 
deal with China: "Blow us up last." 


Satire by Patrick Coyte 
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2 The Funnies 


4 Google Whacked 


$ Back door entry: On the set of a porn film 


$ Scanning of Student Cards for Union Discounts 


T The battle against parking meters 


8 Crossed out - Australia’s media faces deregulation 


Single IR system: Single figure wages 


Love/Hate 


HSC: Trial By Media 


'uopug| 


Information series: Ethics 


Road trip / Free speech or freedom to cheat? 


Pixelated porn 


Hackass 


Is Dr Fraser a racist? 
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Corrections from last issue: 

Page 5 'China has moved on' was written by Paul 
Wong 

Page 10 'Changes to HECS and PELS' was written 
by Alex Serpo 


STRAY PENGUIN SIGHTING: 


if you know where this penguin lives collect him 
from the Tharunka office. 


This publication has been authorised 
by the Guild Publisher Gulfam Ahmed. 
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By Xavier O'Halloran 


Do you ever wonder why you keep getting penis enlargement or cheap Viagra 
advertisements in your email inbox? Did you assume, like many, that it was 
just a coincidence? Have you told yourself “surely these advertisements have 
nothing to do with my small/flaccid penis?” 


Well you would be wrong. Google's new email client, Gmail, has been tailoring 
its advertisements to its users. Gmail automatically scans the contents of your 
emails and inserts relevant advertising in response to keywords. For example, 
if received an email from a friend about all-male ballet in the Inner West of 
Sydney, I might see à few advertisements to the side of my email telling me 
about ballet classes. 


So is this ability to scan 
emails and distribute 
targeted advertisements 
and invasion of 


privacy? 


Google claim they are 
not breaching privacy 
the 


because process 


involves computers 
scanning emails and no 
human is privy to the 
contents or meaning of 


any email sent. 


According to — the 
California Penal Code 
(Google's head office is 
located in the Sunshine 
State), it isa crime to "by means of any machine instrument, or contrivance, 
or inany other manner, ... wilfully and without the consent of all parties to the 
communication, ... learn the contents or meaning of any message, report, or 
communication while the same is in transit or passing over any wire, line, or 
cable, or is being sent from; or received at any place within this state; or [to] 
use, or attempt to use, in any manner, or for any purpose, or to communicate 
in any way, any information so obtained" 


“surely these 
advertisements 
have nothing to 

do with my small/ 
flaccid penis?" 


rather than humans is irrclevanl, Gmail users must consent to the scanning 
of their emails prior to sign up, however, it is the email that is sent to a Gmail 
user that undergoes scanning. So it is not really the invasion of your privacy 
that you are consenting to, 


Google has been able to bypass this wiretap law because it is rather dated 
and only covers communications that are in transit. Gmail actually scans 
your email when you open it; this simultaneous scanning means Google is 
technically not intercepting any communications. 


Google is quick to point out that their targeted advertising is more like any 
other valued service it offers its users, like yirus scanning or spam filtering 
all ef which scan the contents of an email and potentially invade privacy. 

However, these forms of 
privacy invasion are far more 
tolerated because they are 
actually helpful and protect 
internet users. Google even 
claim that “users will also 
find Gmail's ads and related 
pages to be helpful, because 
the 
their interests.” 


information reflects 
Critics of Google's targeted 
advertisements have likened 
the scheme to that of the 
Echelon project the U.S. 
government implemented 
on a small scale after cyber 
attacks on their computer 
systems were launched 

from Haryard University in 

August 1995. This project 
scanned millions of electronic communications coming out of Marvard for 
suspect data and then flagged these communications for human analysis. 
While this may appear to be an effective way to weed out cyber crime it is also 
a major invasion of privacy. 


So next time you receive an email telling you about the merits of a penis 
extension, whether you're a man or woman or other, maybe you should take 


Z 
Y 
Z 
Z 
A 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
$ 
Z 
Z 
Z 
A 
A 
A 
Z 
Z 
Z 
PA 
Z 
A 
VA 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
A 
Z 
A 
Z 
Z 
A 
Z 
A 
BZ 
Z 
A 
A 
Z 
A 
Z 
Z 
A 
Z 
Z 
A 
A 
Z 
Z 
A 
A 
A 
Z 
Y 
Z 
A 
Z 
Z 
Z 
A 
Z 
A 
% 
y 
Z 
Z 
Z 


its advice. After all the computer that sent you that email probably knows you 
better than you know yourself, 
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According to this Penal Code the fact that emails are being read by computers 
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| rush towards the lift, already late for my 
appointment (a fellow student of our esteem: 
institution has run into the back of my car). 
Luckily, Fm not too late and no one's hurt, I 
meet a young couple at the foot of the slow 
lift. “Are you here for the inspection?” asks 
the woman. “Um, no. I’m here to see a movie 
being made,” I reply with a slight smile. 


When I eventually get to the flat, I open the 
door and meet Cam, Marty, Mark and Andre! 
the film's photographer, director, and actors. 


Cam is the most flamboyant — he is ve 
expressive, funny and occasionally has a dig at 
his partner in production, Marty, While Marty’s 
the hest dressed, he’s a little bit mare reserved. 
The actors are very quiet, a little pensive. 


I talk to Marty first and quiz him a little on the 
logistics of the whole production. Surprisingly, 
finding a place to shoot is pretty easy. The films 
are shot either at a mate's place (such as the 
one I'm at) or in a queer friendly’ hotel room. 
The time it takes to film the “Reality Series”, 

as this production is called, is not long. The 
crew enters the room, sets up, takes photos, 
films the shoot and packs up again within 

two and a half hours, From this, Cam gets 500 
photos and Marty gets 30 minutes of footage. 


The particular shoot that I’m watching is an 
amateur-style one with no dialogue, Although 
there are more professional shoots within the 
industry, this is where most budding actors 
will start out. Cam says that there's no chance 
for anyone in Australia seeing this particular 
production, because it's purely for the US 
market. “It’s funny that in the US, it’s fesusland 
[the South] that pulls in the most money." 


Since getting an erection is imperative for 
shooting a sex scene, Viagra (or its Mexican 
equivalent) has become an "insurance policy" 
for many actors on the set. At tinies, an actor 
who fails to getan erection can hold up a shoot 
for hours, so using drugs is the safest bet. The 
only problem with this is that it can increase 


National Library of Australia 


the time it takes for an actor 
you can wail up to an hour,” Marty tells me. 


"here's no actual plot in the Reality Series being 
filmed, In Marty's words, “it’s just fucking There's 
irection either, “I let the boys go for it "free 
c. They do what they like. If T can’t see things, PIL 
just move into position or ask the boys to move a bit. 
It's all about dicks and bums really.” [ was curious to 
know if the cum or ‘money’ shot in hetero porn is as 
important in gay porn. Marty put it quite succinctly, 
"If you miss the money shot, you're fucked." 


When Lask Mark (one of the actors) how he felt 
before the shoot; he tells me that he just didn't think 
about it. The way he approached the shoot was to 
not have any preconceived ideas about what it would 
be like, į was a bit surprised to learn that Mark's 
motivation for being a ‘porn star’ was "money, pure 
and simple. There was an element of curiosity as 


well, but it was mainly the $300 for 2 hours work." 


Andre, the other actor, is not a first timer and had 
different reasons, "T find it sexy and it turns me on. 
The thought of people watching turns me on even 
more,” Just before his solo scenes Andre tells me, 
"there's no nervousness, just anticipation." | ask him 
about his first time as well. “The first time is different. 
Its 40% nerves, 60% you want to get into it, “cause 
you're thinking —'I'm ganna be in a porno’ If offered 
as a career [ll take it...and do it any day?” he says. 


Whilst filming the series, Cam says he sometimes 
becomes stimulated. “You do get slightly aroused. 
When I first started there was a fear of ‘pitching 
the tent’ during the shoot. But l'in getting aroused 
less and less,” In fact, most of the nervousness on 
set has more to do with the production running 
smoothly. As Cam states, “I get nervous before 
the set: will they turn up? Will they get along?" 


There's also time taken in recruiting people for 
shoots, "I'm finding that l'winkies (younger men] 
and guys who aren't built like brick shithouses 
need to be made to feel that they can do it" When 
recruiting guys for acting roles, Cam wants to let 
people know what they should expect. “With 18-19 
year old guys, I definitely want them to know what 
they're getting inlo. It can't be just that they're 
desperate for money. This will be around for 
life. It would be easier if I was an arschole [and 
not tell them], but I still have morals. With the 
uni students, if they're going to get into customer 
service, it really isn't going to matter. | know a 

guy who is in customer service with Optus and 
learns] $200,000 per year and being in the [sex 
iadustry| hasn't affected him. But if you want to 
be a politician, it may come back to bite you’! 


On the set, there's a lot of camaraderie between 
the crew, When I ask Marty what it is like 

to work with Cam he is blunt. "He's a cunt.” 
(Silence for a second, then laughter.) Smiling, 
he then says, "We have a lot of fun on set. It's 
important to keep it light héarted... the worst 
thing to do is put pressure on the [actors];" 


During a break, Cam and Marty talk about a 
time when they missed a cum/money shot and 
how much of a pain it was. Suddenly, Andre yells 
out “[ came?" There is a moment of horrified 
silence before Andre starts laughing. I start 
laughing as well, and Marty mutters “little shit,” 


"Not their real names. 
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om a Union outlet in the last couple af weeks, 
led to have your student card scanned. 


be wondering why. 


if you've bought a product En 
you would have noticed that you needed t 
Rut more inquiring minds at our university might 
ted Tharunka regarding the UNSW Unions 
new policy of scanning member cards al all its retail outlets before m 
can receive their 10% discount. Concerns raised centre around exactly what 
cz © 3 


information is captured during the scan — particularly whether personal 
vsed for use by the Union or sold to 


ending habits could be collated and anal i 
S er A number of students have also 


eters Largeli e stude mographic. / 

marketers largeting the student demagr i ES 
at i£ they are uncomfortable with having their card scanned, 
i hat their membership fee entitles them to. 


A number of students have contac 


raised the point th 
they cannot claim the discount t 


e lo concerns raised by Tharunka, the Union has posted ibm 
on its website Dwww.union-unsw edau) advising that” no HOTEL is gni 
collected via the swipe’. If no information is currently being collected ps ga 
scanning, is the system capable of collecting student DERE In Hes 
10 this question, Union President Kirsten Hunter told Tharunka ae a e A 
current system there is no capability at all to collect data.” As for the EE is 
whether this could be guaranteed in the future, Ms Hunter said zo H ” esi 
you'll understand, it’s difficult for me to give you a promise one way s w er 
because} obviously can't estimate the decisions of future Boards, bat there 
Kind of student data from this: 


In respons: 


is no plan at the moment to collect any 


So why has the new procedure been introduced? In an pues responding to 
"'harunka's inquiry, Union CEO, Tony Cinque, said that "by asking Union 
Members to present their card for swiping at Union outlets, p» $ mos is 
ensuring that all Members receive all the discounts to which eU i 
clearly articulated on the Union's website, no data is being collected. 


In his email to Tharunka, Mr Cinque confirmed the 
following points posed by Tharunka: 


+ ‘The swiping system did not cost any thing to institute 


. The system uses no new hardware or software and is 
simply the utilisation of an existing system 


< The system collects no data and has no capacity Lo collect data 


« — Any system capable of collecting customer data would 
require new software and/or hardware 

+ Sucha system would require Union Board approval 

1 no estimates of the amount of money the Union 


* ‘There have beer 
tainting the discount 


has been losing from non-members c 


this final point, Ms Hunter 


discounts claimed by non-members] w 
moment we don't haye any 


Regarding 
the aggregate of 
ys over people's shoulders. At the 


watchur 
are non-members that have beet 


number of people who 


P "t know if we will seea differ 

1 don't know if we will seea enu 
we current system has been instituted compared Lo 
orc asa proportion of the total user 


t that sert of data 


that are claimed since t 
the number that had been claimed het 
Mga nent it is hard to really ge 


number. Bula 
Sh 
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entitled... ds 


told Thartmke: Its pretty difficult to [estimate 
ithoutactually sitting there and 
information on the 
1 claiming Union discounts.’ 


ence between the number of student discounts 


A METERED RESPONSE 


On Thursday the Hi" of August, the students 

of UNSW and the people of Randwick won a 
significant victory in a long-running campaign. 
On the day, Muyor of Randwick Cr Murray 
Matson issued a press rclease announcing he was 
"recommending that fellow Councillors abandon 
implementing five parking meter areas" 


Ifvou haven't participated in protest actions against 
the scheme or read about it in Tharwitka, Randwick 
Council's plans to install parking meters in the 
streets surrounding UNSW, the Prince of Wales 
Hospital and three beach locations might have 
passed you by, In the event of these meters being 
installed however, you are likely to notice them if 
you drive to university — a charge of $3.30 an hour 
to attend a lecture is something not easily missed. 


At the time of printing, the question of 
meters still hangs in the air — an extraordinaty 
meeting of Council is to be held this Tuesday 
the 16" of August to decide the issue. If the 
meters are voted out entirely, it will signal 

the end of a struggle that started in 2004 


PARKING ON BORROWED TIME 


If meters are installed around UNSW, as was 
Council's original plan, any student who is not a 
resident of Randwick will be forced to pay $3.30 

an hour for the privilege of parking anywhere near 
campus. However, it is these students who live further 
away who have the most need to drive to university. 
Forcing students to decide between paying $6.60 

to attend à two-hour lecture or spending two and 

a half hours on public transport Lo attend the same 
is a blessing in terms of revenue-raising for the 
Council. It is not, however particularly considerate 
to the students who take the time to drive over here 
four or five times a week to make a considerably 
large contribution to Randwick’s economy. 


If you drive to uni you may be beginning to get a little 
worried about how much additional revenue you will 
personally be contributing to local Council. Certainly 
though, you'll be relieved to know that, in fact, the 
revenue-raising potential of the parking meters is 
nothing more than a happy coincidence! The primary 
purpose of the meters is “traffic management”. 

Or at least, it has been since the Council read the 
RTA's requirements for parking meters. As recently 

as the 26" of April 2005, the Council presented its 
"Draft Management Plan 2005/2008", in which it 
stated in a section entitled "Executive Strategy”: 


“One of the challenges for the executive 
team will be to identity and consider some 
alternative sources of revenue for the 

City that do not place the entire burden 
for funding infrastructure renewal and 
increased service provision solely on 

the residents of Randwick. There are 
opportunities to optimise the revenue 
potential of our property portfolio and 


install parking meters in some areas’. 


Council explicitly named 
parking meters as a revenue- 
raising strategy, yet the official 
line less than four months later 
is that meters are a response to 
traffic problems. Apparently 
they will generate greater 
turnover of cars leading to 
greater availability of spaces. 

lt i$ lucky (for Council) that 
this new justification fulfils 

its REA requirement that the 
primary purpose of meters 


cannot be revemute-raismiz, 


Council wanted to make sure 
that everyone in Randwick 


knew that parking meters were 


being Installed for the reasons 
that “Everybody knows there 
isa parking problem" and 
“itis important that Council 
protect our residents’ rights 
(including the right to have 
guests Lo your house pay $3.30 
an hour to visit you). To 
properly fultif their obligation 
to educate the community, 
they spent many thousands 

of dollars on letter-box 
pamphletting and taking out 
advertisements in local media, 


The whale concept of using 
the meters to "manage traffic" 
around UNSW is laughable 

in the first place. Even if 

the measure does allow the 
residents surrounding the 
campus to find parking in 
their street, many of the 1340 
students and 2812 staff who 
travel by car to UNSW (UNSW 
‘Transportation Summary 2004, 
tine of peak accumulation) 

will not haye the option to 
simply find other means of 
commuting. The inevitable 
result will be a simple 
redistribution of parked cars 
to more distant streets. As John 
Deegan from the Combined 
Chambers of Commerce in 
Randwick pointed aut, “where 
there was not previously a 


problem, a new problem 

will emerge. And as the new 
problem emerges, we presume 
the Council will address [it] by 
putling in some more meters.” 


TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS 


The Chambers of Commerce 
in Randwick have heen 
protesting the introduction 

of parking meters from day 
one. folin Deegan was chosen 
by the Combined Chambers 
to tepresent them on the 
matter of meters, and spoke to 
Thartinka about the campaign 


“We are a city of small 
businesses, At the North end 
we've rot a major shopping 
precinct/camplex [Bondi 
Junction Westfield), at the 
South end we've gat another 
major shopping complex 
|Westheld Eastgardens], and 
those operators offer free 
parking- -if people are required 


lo pay to park in the established 


shopping centres, they're not 
going to shop there; they ll 
take their business elsewhere! 


Being sandwiched between 
the two Westfields and having 
your customers forced to 

pay for parking is not exactly 
a recipe for success. 

In spite of the Council's talk 
of "increasing turnover”, we 
need look no further than 

the metered Oxford street 
Paddington, which is quite close 
to Westfield Bondi Junction, 
for a case study on the effects 
of meters. As of recently, there 
were 40 shops with ‘For Lease’ 
signs in the window, Similar 
horror stories from crippled 
restaurants in Leichhardt's 
Norton street and cafés on 
Bronte beach abound. The 
charge on Bronte beach is $4.50 
an hour~ doing the maths, 
$3.50 for a coffee + $4.50 for 
parking =a pretty expensive 
coffee (and don’t think that 
meter rates couldn't be raised 
to that level once installed 


around UNSW). Mr Deegan 
Mentioned another aspect 

of the meters in thal area 
“The other stories that emeree 


[irom people parking at Bronte] 


talk about the officious nature 


of the rangers, who seem to take 


great delight in waiting for the 
meter to move into the red and 
then pounding. There are lots 
of stories about arguments and 
disturbances. people get quite 
volatile and quite upset by the 
manner in which the policing 
is done I£ your tutorial goes 

a bit overtime, good luck 

with arguing your case. 


PEOPLE POWER 


The campaign against the 


meters has reached a focal 
point recently, with massive 
demonstrations against the 
meters on the 6^ of August at 
Maroubra beach, 7^ of August 
at Coogee beach, and outside 
Randwick town hall.on the 
I2" of August, where a speech 
was made by H.G. Nelson 
(comedian and Randwick 
resident Greig Pickhaver) 

and buckets of protest forms 
carried into-Council. If the 
other Councillors vote with 
Mayor Matson at Tuesday's 
council meeting to scrap the 
current plans for parking 
meters, this will be a case in 
point for the ability of people 
to organise and collectively 
stand up to powerful groups 
in society. The fight might not 
be over yet though — despite 
the seeming lack of room for 
interpretation in the headline 
of Mayor Matson's media 
release, "Mayor Recommends 
Dropping of Randwick Council 
Parking Meter Scheme", he 
mentions twice the possibility 
of still installing meters along 
the beach-front of Coogee. 
Since anti-meter lobby groups, 
including Tharunka, have a 
policy of zero-tolerance to 
meters, there could be further 
battles ahead yet, even with a 
vote against the existing plans. 


by Patrick Coyte and Janet Duncan 
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by Andrew O'Loughlin 


They who have put out the people's eyes, reproach 
them of their blindness - John Milton. 


With the Coalition government gaining control of 
the Upper House of parliament on July 1, much 
attention has been paid to government plans to 
repeal UST across Australia’s universities, to enact 
business-friendly Industrial Relations changes and 
to enable the full sale of Telstra. However, very little 
attention has been paid to the Coalition’s plans to 
bring changes to Australia's media ownership laws, 
which, like the other forms of legislation previously 
mentioned, have failed to be passed by the Senate 
Since the government came to power in 1996. 


The media ownership laws and regulations 

as they currently stand impose a number of 
restrictions on who can and can't cantrol the 
media and how much one person or interest can 
own, here are limits imposed on the interests 

a foreigner can control in a media group. For 
instance, there is a 2596 limit on the shares a single 
foreign shareholder may own in a metropolitan 
newspaper. For those that call Australia home, 

it is required that they must not control more 
than one broadcasting license in a particular area; 
"Therefore, if a person owns a radio station that 
broadcasts to Sydney, they cannot own another 
radio station that also serves Sydney. The same 
applies to both television and newspapers. in 
addition to these controls are those that apply 

to cross-media ownership. These regulations 
stipulate that where there exists broadcasting 
licenses lor radio, television and newspapers in the 
one area, a person niay only own one af them. 


Responsibility for the current regulations lies 
with the Hawke Labor government, who passed 
the legislation in the late 1980's. The aim of 

the legislation, according to then Minister 

of Communications , Michael Duffy, was to 
discourage the concentration of media ownership 
in the hands of a few, so that it would enhance the 
public's access to a diversity of viewpoints, sources 
of news, information and commentary, This view 
is supported by a number of commentators who 
believe that the greater the number of media 
owners, the more diverse the news that is fed to 
the public will be. Former prime minister Paul 
Keating summed up this belief with the short, but 
sweet phrase, “[As the media moguls| get bigger, 
our range of news and opinions gets smaller’! 


However, the present Coalition government 
views these laws as “anachronistic, Firstly, the 
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laws do not allow 

for a new television 

station ta be set up 

and so protect the few 

players on the market 

from competition. 

Additionally, it prevents 

the more powerful 

players like PBL 

(Channel 9). which is 

owned by Kerry Packer 

and New Ltd (The Daily 

Telegraph), owned by 

Rupert Murdoch, Irom 

buying out the weaker 

media companies. 

These powerful 

média companies 

argue that this prevents them from injecting 
funds into the market, thereby stopping 
investment in the industry and leading to 
an inferior product for the consumer. 


What the government is planning on changing 
is foreign ownership of compames. Ht plans to 
allow foreign ownership to be grealer and to let 
media companies own two of the thrce media 
outlets in a metropolitan area. The industry will 
then be treated just like any other area of the 
economy, being subject to competition regulation 
by the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC). It is doubtful whether this 
will prevent media outlets from falling into the 
hands of a few. A report by the Parliamentary 
Library found that if the media industry were 
subject to competition law alone, the minimum 
possible number of media owners would be 
reduced by more than 50% in capital cities. 


here is certainly some evidence to suggest that 
the results of the Coalition government's changes 
will have a detrimental effect on what the public 

is informed about. The governments Productivity 
Commissions Inquiry in 2000 on broadcasting 
concluded that, “The public interest in ensuring 
diversity of information and opinion and in 
encouraging freedom of expression in Australian 
media, leads to a strong preference for more media 
proprietors, not less" The commission thought this 
particularly importarit due to “the wide business 
interests of some media proprietors”. Already, 
there are some areas in the Australian media 

where there is little diversity. Perth, Adelaide and 
Brisbane all have only one daily newspaper. And 
there are instances where the owners of media 
outlets have not been backwards in making use of 
their resources. An example of this was during the 


Iraq war in 2003, when Keating noted, “Murdoch's 
organisations cracked the whip in support of 
George Bush's campaign against Iraq. All News 
Corporation's media outlets went flat out for it” 


An additional case made for the reform of the 
media ownership laws is the rapid increase in the 
use of the Internet and the introduction of pay TV. 
It is argued that the presence of these new media 
outlets increases the diversity of information to 
the public and so regulation of media ownership 
is thereby not needed. This line of argument 
ihough fails to look at the new technologies in 
depth, Whilst morc people are gaining their news 
from the Internet than several years ago, they 

are still getting their news from the major news 
providers who have expanded their businesses 
online. Stephen Mayne, who runs the news and 
current affairs service crikey.com.an says that, 
"there's no one in Australia running à professional 
news service online, independent of the major 
players’, The amount of people actually gaining 
their news online and from pay TV is vastly 
overstated in these arguments. Research done 

by the Australian Broadcasting Authority ( ABA) 
in 2003 found that whilst over (hree-quarters 

of Australians got their news from television, 
radio or newspapers, it was only 11% and 10% 
for Internet and pay TV sources respectively. 


Whether the government actually goes through 
with its intentions to enact ils changes Io the 
media ownership laws remains to be scen. 
Whilst there are a number of people opposed 
to the proposed changes to the laws, judging 

by the Coalition government's commitment 

to free market ideology, one should expect 

the changes te be pushed through the Senate. 
Just don’t expect to hear much about it. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759347 
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De you know your next-door neighbour's full name? Do you 
know who Brad Pitt is? Would you recognise his voice if you 
heard it? What about Russell Growe or Jennifer Lopez? There is 
no doubt that celebrity is a strange phenomenon, many people 
know more about the lives of strangers living halfway across the 
globe than those who immediately surround them, It is truly 
bizarre that as a society we deify certain personalities, nol because 
they arc inherently superior to the average, but merely on the 
grounds of money, fame or scandal. 


So why do we lift some above the crowd, displaying them like 
constellations to the intense scrutiny of a million eyes? The 
unswer is of course, my dear reader, love. 

We love celebritics. Go on, admit it, you love them. I cannot 
count the number of girls T have seen wearing a “Brad I'll have 
your babies” t-shirt or the many screaming girls who show up 

te a Russell Crowe gig...{nobody shows up for the music), 
What about you boys? How many of you would like a Steamy 
evening with Jennifer Anniston, Angelina Jolie or Julia Roberts? 
But we don't just love celebrities because they are beautiful, they 
all allow us the cinemographic thrill of intimacy with a stranger. 
With them we travel to far away and distant places. They fill us 
with joy, sadness, adventure, and most importantly; love. 


But what is it about certain individuals that make them the 
intense focus of public attention? While some possess an 
intense physical attractiveness, this argument cannol 
be made for all Consider the depiction of these 
men and women in our theatres and magazines. 
Every action hero isa suburban ‘Joe Shrnu' before 

the aliens show up, and our tabloids intensely 
scrutinise the mistakes of celebrities, always in 

order to humanise them. The truth is celebrity 

isa celebration of the ordinary. Celebrities show 

us that despite money, power or fame, life has 
ordinary details that remain unchanged. They 

provide us with mirrors for our own lives that 

allow us the put the ordinary in the celebrated and 

the celebrated in the ordinary. Through celebrities 

we love ourselves and each other more. 


But if we love them why do we write so much nasty 
tabloid gossip about them? Our tabloid scrutiny of many of 
our celebrities reflects the scrutiny we have for ourselves. As a 
whole, that makes us a happy and well balanced society. Consider 
the celebrities of old: Genghis Khan, Julius Caesar, Alexander 
the Great. What they all haye in common is they all committed 
genocide. Consider the celebrities of today, Paris Hilton, Beyonce 
Knowles, Michael Jackson. They are all as equally harmless as 
each other. It just goes to show the growing love in our society 
that you no longer have to be:a murderer to be famous: you just 
have to have sex with a lot of people. 


Celebrities are also part of our culture and let's face it boys and 
girls culture is great. I love culture. Culture is how we celebrate 
who we are as pcople, and our celebrities are irreplaceably tied up 
in this process. How many of us have bonded with someone 
over a movie, band or book we love? All provided by our 
celebrities. How much duller would our teenage years 
have been without teen soapies or pop-music? Before 

you give me the ‘pop-culture is just capitalist corporate 
money making garbage, consider what life was like before 

it. Embroidery was an exciting pastime, and boys used to 
think the sight of a girl’s ankle was Pornographic. How 
much more libertarian has our society become as a result E 
of pop-culture and the celebrities il generates? 

Finally, As for Buck Smallsy, don't listen to him; he's an angry, 
angry man. But really, all he needs isa little love, so if you see him 
around campus, give him a hug, he really needs it, somewhere 

deep inside. 


Alex Serpo 
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HSC for sale: pupils buy marks 


MM a 


By Alex Serpo 


On the 20" of June, The Daily Telegraph ran a 
story on the front page entitled 'TISC FOR SALE; 
Students buying top marks for tutor cheats? 1 
was somewhat surprised when | found a picture 
of one of my students on page two, his lace neatly 
blotted out, on his way to sce me three days prior. 
What followed this story was something of a 48- 
hour media frenzy. The Telegraph ran it as front- 
page news for two days, and subsequently wrote 
editorials. Both The Sydney Morning Herald and 
The Australian ran stories, as did Today Tonight 
and ABC's PM program. 


HSC FOR SALE 


des buying to top marks from tul tutor cheats 
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Normally T follow the news, but with this article 
for the first time | found myself on the other side 
of a story. Following this news story was made 
particularly interesting because of two things. 
Firstly, I was accused as both the plagiariser and 
the plagiarised, being both an ex-student and 
a current teacher, and. also because my student 
as photographed and recognized in connection 
with the story. Secondly, for the first time in 
my experience, | had substantially more inside 
information than the media could ever offer me. 


lama keen student of news media, but no amount 
of reading or studying news media could ever 
have taught me the lesson that I learnt from this 
particular issue. I was able to criticise every fact 
written by every journalist with one hundred 
percent accuracy and clarity, The result of this 
process was both startling and frightening. Firstly, 
a large amount of inaccurate or completely untrue 
information was reported as fact. Not only by The 
Daily Telegraph, but also by other major media 
outlets, No one outside the accused ever attempted 
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The Wachers company is accused of 
facing Work to help more than 294 pupils 


to question the validity of these facts. In order to 
demonstrate how the media manipulate the truth, 
here are some facts dissected from the original 
story, which are completely false and had serious 
consequences: 


One: Ricky Sutton's 20" June article states “The 
Daily Telegraph can reveal a teacher from a state 
run high school has been earning up to $5000 to 
do school work for pupils” This figure was likely 
constructed on the-basis that HSC English runs 
for two years, and hypothetically if a student paid 
fifty dollars an hour for one tutoring session every 
week for the year for that time period they would 
have paid $5000, Sutton’s follow up article on the 
21" stated “The HSC results of 261 students will 
be reviewed" By combining the total number of 
students at the centre with the hypothetic $5000 
get a value of $1,305,000. T'his is not 
my calculation; it was in fact done by the ATO 
(Australian Taxation Office}, who wanted nearly 
three quarters of a million in missing tax money. 
By consequence a comprehensive audit was done 
and no money found. ‘Therefore this figure can 
therefore be disputed on the basis of the ATO 
auditors. 


figure we 


Two: The Board of Studies, Universities or their 
ciini schools would re students who 
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were attended the tutoring centre. Maralyn Parker 
wrote in a Telegraph editorial on the 22“ of Tune 
that“[There is] a very reabpossibility that the HSCs 
of those involved will be revoked and their UAI's 
reduced”, When contacted, The Board of Studies 
confirmed more than a month after investigation 
that no student has had his or her HSC revoked in 
connection with the scandal. 


‘Three: Almost every story associated with this 
scandal mentioned that an association 
registered with the Australian Tutoring Association 
(ATA) has no credibility. Specifically, Maralyn 
Parker on 21" of July; "Only use the services of a 
tutoring agency or tutor who is registered by the 
Australian Tutoring Association. Your child's 
future could depend on it.” The ATA was also given 
free press in the SMH, on today Tonight, and also 
as part of ABC's PM program. Thats huge broad- 


not 


spectrum positive press. Mohan Dhall claims there 
are 200 agencies registered with the ATA, out of an 
estimated “80 000" [Dhall on ABC's PM]. That 


ejementa 

that make up 
which aoneskat 

The BMW 


means the ATA speaks for 0.25% of the industry. 
The ATA was also launched on the 7" of March 
this year, and so had been im existence for three 
months when the scandal broke. Fora new, small 
time institution they did extremely well. 


Four: The second significant part to the story was 
the student who was photographed. Ironically, the 
student photographed by the Telegraph was not a 
student of the accused teacher. He was, in fact, my 
student. The article itself also made accusations 
based primarily on “Extension 2 English, a subject 
that involves the submission of an individual 
major project. According to Professor Arnold from 
‘The Board of Studies, cheating can be a problem 
‘Quoted from Ricky Sutton's 22° of June article| 
“Whenever there is a take-home component 
of an there is a risk of unethical 


exam, [as] 


practise” ‘The student photographed did not do 
a course that involved any take-home component. 
By 


photograph, the long-time student of a prestigious 


consequence of being recognized in this 
boys’ school was threatened with having his HSC 
revoked. His work was re-revicwed and he was 
told that if there were any significant changes in 


she marks further prn sight be taken. 


On the way back 
home from a 


meeting with the 


who. had 
threatened 


student 


been 
with the removal 
of his HSC, | 
listened to people 
venomously 
attacking — tutors 


on talk-back radio 
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The absolute trust 


' fhat people placed 
in the 
claims was astounding. Qut of the 30 or 40 callers 


media 


who T listened to, not a single one attempted 
to question whether the cheating claims were 
substantiated. One caller attempted to defend the 
tutors by attacking the state of the public school 
system. [ was surprised to recognise his voice as à 
parent of one of the Year 8 students at the centre. 
However, a 100 angry parents crying blue murder 
soon overwhelmed his voice. 


The important lesson T learned from this scandal 
wasthatthemedia lies to us, orpresentsinformation 
that is deliberately and consciously misleading, 
However, the opportunistic can get a free media 
ride if they are right side of a bad scandal. The sad 
truth is that as uninformed readers on the outside, 
we are unable to discern lies and exaggeration from 
the truth. When it comes to media, an open critical 


mind is an essential tool, 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759350 


Information 


Series: Ethics 


What are Ethics? 


Ethics are guiding principles by 
which we may mike important 
decisions or live our lives, Ethics 
are a fine thing and have always 
been encouraged; despite this fact, 
they remain at an historic low 


When are ethics used? 


You may be surprised to find out, 
but your actions are probably 
affected by ethics on a semi-regular 
basis. Say for exarnple a needy 
person without a home (a "street 
urchin”) was to approach you and 
ask for your charity. Ifyou handed 
them a small sum in coins (say, 
equivalent to five minutes of your 
working time]. you would be taking 
this action based on a system of 
morals,.or notions of what the 
“right thing io do” in a certain 
situation was. If on the other hand 
you bad led them around the 
corner with promises of food, and 
then beaten them savagely with 

an iron pipe you had concealed 

on your person, this would not 

be considered, by most people, 

to be "ethical", In this context at 
least, the concept of ethics could 
be said to be an arbitrary one. 


How can we know 
what is ethical? 


This is a good question. In previous 
times, people had to go through 
the laborious process of figuring 
out what ethics were themselves, 
Luckily, modern society presents 
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a much more efficient alternative, 
in the form of ethics courses at 
universities. To my understanding; 
these teach you more or lessall the 
ethics you will ever need in your 
life, and probably prepare you 

for a few hypothetical scenarios 
lest you encounter them. For 
example, what would YOU do 

in the following situation? 


You anda young boy are sailing in a boat 
A storm sweeps vou aut to sea, leaving 
you stranded for days; You are both slowly 
starving Lo death. Teeeurs 10 vou that TF you 
ear your young companion, you moy live 
for several more days; however, if vou do 
not, you wall both be dead within the day. 
Ihe ides of killing, let ajone eating, a child 
repulses you, but on the other hand you 
acknowledge that hy doing so you increase 
dramatically the chances of one person 
surviving rather than neither of you. What 


do you do? 


The answer to this, not surprisingly, 
is that you shouldn't haye gone out 
on a boat in a storm in the first 
place, you stupid moron. Except 

in the UTS ethics course, where it 

is recommended that you eat the 
child before you get in the boat: 


1f you don’t have the benefit of 
a university education, another 
popular way of learning ethics is 
from certain religious scriptures. 
[he general rule here is that, 
whatever the scripture suggests, you 
musst do the exact opposite. For 
example, if the scripture suggests 
that killing people is unethical, 
you should try to kill as many 
people as possible, through as 
many avenues us possible. lf your 
God turns litres upon litres of 
water into wine for a party, and 
drinks wine at his last supper, you 
should naturally conclude that it 
is unethical to drink alcohol. If 
anyone questions this logic, explain 
tà (hem that you are only carrying 
out your God's will, and thar there 
isa note explaining this rule in the 
back of the scriptures. ‘hen, when 
eir back is turned, kill them. 


Did the Greek 
philosopher Aristotle 
write some interesting 


works on the nature of 
ethics? 


Uh...probably. 


Patrick Coyte 


Intern Positions Available 


Tharunka is seeking interns for 
semester 2. We are looking for 
students who have a passion for: 
Writing 

Editing 

Graphic Design/Lay-up 
Photography 


m 
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Tharunka will provide you with an 
opportunity to explore these skills 
by providing practical work 
experience in the area of media 
production. 


To apply for the intern programme 
send your resume to: 
editor@guild.unsw.edu.au 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759351 


By Andrew O'Loughlin, with thanks 
to Josh Milston and Brad Drew. 


Braving a 4:30 am wake-up call, the three teams 
of the Foundation Day road trip; Team Volvo, 
New College and the Motherfucking Micekateers 
(MM) assembled below the Guild at 5:30 am 
awaiting instructions. They were simple: figure 
out where to go from the clues, take photos of 
where you go and get naked as often as possible 


Living up to their name, Team Volvo took an Amazing 
Race attitude to the competition and raced to the lead, 
maintaining it for much of the race. l'heir one low 
point of the first day came on their way to Newnes, 
where they managed to keep true to the Volvo spirit by 
getting bogged down in a river along the way. Luckily, 
some locals took pity on them and hauled them out. 
They were also the only team in which every member 
was willing to get naked anywhere, including outside 


Free Speech or Freedom to 
Cheat? 


By Andrew O'Loughlin 


When it was reported back in July of this ycar 

that a journalist had bcen jailed for four months 
for refusing Lo name a source, it seemed as if it 

was just another example of the U.S, government 
restricting the freedom of the press, However. on 
closer inspection it appears as though the journalist 
incarcerated, Judith Miller, is protecting officials 

in the White House from prosecution for federal 
crimes, rather than protecting a whistleblower. 


The lead-up to this story involves clairs made by 

the Bush administration before its invasion of Iraq, 
that officials from Iraq had sought to buy Uranium 
from Niger. However, Joseph Wilson who had been 
to Niger 10 investigate the claims stated in an opinion 
piece in July 2003, that the Bush administration had 
"twisted" and "exaggerated" the evidence concerning 
Iraq nuclear program. Eight days later, Robert Novak 
- a conservative columnist - revealed that Wilson's 
wife, Valerie Plume, was a CIA operative, Revealing 
the identity of such a person is a federal crime: 
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next to road kill, 


Super-team New 
College, with its 
eight members, 
were the most 
methodical 
of the teams, 
managing to get 
someone naked 
in just about 
every photo they 
took In fact, the 
whole team were very comfortable in their birthday 
suits, cruising past other teamis in the College van 
with hardly a piece of clothing in sight. They were 
also the only team (o manage to make it to Newnes. 
Which was just as well, as the old couple that owned 
the trout farm there kicked them off their property 
for trying to get naked in their shop. They ended the 
day by crashing the 21* birthday of a cotton farmer. 


The MM was in third position at the start of the race 

and kept their hold. on last spot for the entire day. This 
wasin part 
due tà their 
decision to stop 
off at Macca's 
for half an hour 
for breakfast, 
taking 
advantage of 
the VUP (where 
the" stood for 
unimportant} 
cards given 

to each team. MM'5 position came close Lo improving 

at Limes, but it was not helped by their decision to 

climb half of the things they came across (naked), 

including clambering up one of the Three Sisters. 


The second day saw all teams raring to go, with one 


Investigations were begun to determine who had 
revealed the identity of Ms Plume to Novak. It was 
divulged by Novak that his sources were “senior 
administration officials” Although at least publicly 
he did nol name who the senior people were, it 
was reported later that senior Bush officials leaked 
the details of Plume’s employment as revenge 

for Wilson’s attack on the White House. 


Judith Miller was believed to have interviewed officials 
within the administration in relation to Ms Plume’s 
employment as a CIA operative. he prosecution's 
interest in getting her to testify is thar Miller 
interviewed those that committed the crime of revealing 
Plume' identity. However, Ms Miller consistently 
refused to give evidence before a grand jury, citing 

her journalistic obligation not to reveal her sources. 


The special prosecutor in the case disagreed 

with this line of argument. He claimed that if an 
attorney (barrister) found themself in a similar 
situation, they would “be- compelled to testify if their 
client communicates to [them], for the purpose 

of committing a crime" In addition to this, the 
prosecutor pointed out that “the conduct of the 
officials involyed an attack on an administration 
critic; not whistle-blowing” In other words, 

Miller was protecting criminals, rather than 


extra points by 

jumping naked 

into the luke, 

Tamworth saw 

most of the 

action that das; 

with both Team 

Volvo and New 

getting naked in front of the famous Golden Guitar, 
whilst the MM decided to climb it (clothed). Some 
inter-team rivalry flared at this time, when the MM 
stole the clothes from one of the members of New. 
However, the clothes were returned soon after, 
partly due to an old lady going nuts at team MM. 


v 


e 
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It was at about this time that team Volvo managed to 
convince a crowd at the local football field to pose for 
a group photo, by telling them it was for charity. The 
con worked, with around 300 people getting in the 
shot. The MM looked to God instead, getting a group 
of Christians to pose with a semi-naked team member. 
The trip ended late in the evening, with everyone 
feeling tired and being very happy to get to bed, 


Final Standings: 1* New College, 2 Team Volvo 
and 3" The Motherfucking Micekateers 


those who were bringing attention to a crime. 


Ms Miller has a history of writing poorly sourced 
articles in support of the Bush administration 
Examples of this are the stories Miller wrote in The 
New York Times in the lead-up to the war on Iraq 
in 2003. A vear later, The New York Times admitted 
that ten-articles Miller had written or co-written 
contained “information that was controversial [aud 
was] allowed to stand unchallenged” In addition to 
this, whilst stationed in Irag just after the conventional 
stage of the wat had subsided, she claimed that the 
elusive weapons Of mass destruction (WMD) had 
been found, This later turned out to be false. 


The jailing of Miller has created controversy in the 
US wath a number of journalists condemning the 
ruling and arguing that it infringes on their first 
amendment right to free speech and the free press in 
gencral. However, there are a number of journalists 
who argue that Miller's case is different in that she is 
protecting those in power, rather than exposing the 
truth. As journalist Wil Bunch explains; "She has 
been protecting |the Bush administration]; advancing 
their objectives, and helping them to mislead a 

now very afflicted American public” The courts 
seem decided on Miller's fate in this matter, but her 
reputation and the fate of certain ‘senior officials’ 

in the Bush administration remains to be seen. 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759352 


The absurdity of content censorship 


By Xavier O'Halloran (your local free- 
thinking, liberal, smut-peddler) 


‘The Australian Office of Film and Literature 
Classification ( AOFLC) haye recently revoked 
the classification of arguably one of the most 
violent games on the market: Grand Theft Auto: 
San Andreas (GTA: SA). This effectively bans 

the sale, rental and advertisement of GTA: SA. 
However, the level of violence had nothing to do 
with the classification revocation. Instead the ban 
was placed on the game because once modded* 
the game unlocks the potential to simulate sex. 


The modification known as ‘hot coffee’ can 
be downloaded over the internet and installed 
into the game, thus altering the outcome of a 
date with your simulated girlfriend. Instead 
of the harmless innuendo of your character 
being invited into his girifriend’s house for 
some ‘hot coffee’ this mod allows the gamer 
to rock back-and-forth or change positions 

in the throws of passion. As you may have 
gathered from the pictures, the sex scene displays 
your character as if fully clothed, while vour 
girlfriend has all the genitalia of a Barbie doll. 


*your girifriend 


has all the 
genitalia of a 
Barbie doli” 


The publisher of the game, Rockstar Games, 
initially denied that they had placed the content in 
the game, instead blaming the modders” * for the 
nudie scene. |t was later revealed that Rockstar 
had placed the conten! in the game but decided 
against keeping it in the final release version; 

so had made the scene unplayable, “We didn’t 
want itin the final version,” clarified company 
rep Rodney Walker, “So we followed the industry 
practice of breaking up the code and hiding it” 


Expectedly, the discovery of sex in GTA: SA 
has led to outrage in the community and has 
come under attack from high profile American 
politicians like Senator Hilary Clinton, who 
successfully advocated for the game to be given 
an adults only rating in the United States, 


What is perhaps the most bizarre twist to this 
story is that the focus has been on the rather 
innocuous sex scene, while the majority of 

the game consists of carjacking, murder, 
running prostitutes, drug dealing and gun 
running. You can literally stab a prostitute 

in the back of the neck then incinerate her 
corpse with a flamethrower and only get a 
MAI5+ rating from the AOFLC. But as soon 
as there is some low level nudity in the form of 
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animated humping, the game gets banned. 


{Lis unsurprising that the United States, a 
country founded on war and witha puritanical 
past and à current rise of the political Religious 
Right, would be bent out of shape by animated 
breasts while ignoring hardcore violence. 

What is surprising however, is that Australian 
authorities have banned the game rather than 
simply reclassifying it for an older audience. 
The British classification body on the other 
hand have kept their initial 18+ rating. 


You might be asking yoursel what kinds of 
ériteria the AOFLC use when deciding to revoke 
the classification of a gaine or movie? In this case 
the Classification Board of the AOFLC revoked 
the classification on the grounds that the game 
"contains contentious material (whether 
activated through use of a code or otherwise) 
that was not brought to the Board's attention 

... before the classification was made; and if the 
Board had been aware of the material before 
the classification was made, it would have given 
the film or game a different classification.” 


While on the first count Rockstar maybe guilty 
as charged the second charge, being that if 

(he Bourd had been aware of the material 
before classification, it would have given the 
game a different classification is a little more 
lenuous, So in the interest of being thorough, 
and in order to test the consistency of the 
Classification Board, Tharunka decided to 
compare the modded game to the classification 
of movies that also achieved un MAI5+. The 
Tharunka patented slap and tickle test will be 
used (slap = violence, tickle = sex/nudity] 


American Pie (All of them); Plenty 

of tickle, very little slap. 

Team America: World Police: Both slap and 
tickle (extra deleted tickle on the DVD). 
Starship Troopers; Slap and tickle. 


This list of three movies proves unequivocally 
that not only does Tharunka [this writer -Ed.] 
have very bad taste in movies but they have 
completely oversimplified the classification 
process with a bizarre testing method. 


Pixel perverts will be disappointed to hear that 
Rockstar are currently developing a ‘clean’ version 
of the game minus the “hot coffee’ in order to get 
their game back on the market in Australia and 
to regain their original rating in other countries. 


* Modding: A process by which the game 
can be modified to-unlock features 

that were not intended to be part of 

the game upon its original release. 


**Modders: People who modify games 
{Nothing to do with Mod Rock or 
the Mod movement in general) 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759353 


nier The job: to interview Ms E. 
Tate attractive film actress, Sipsi ih OF 


However, on arrival at the expo lac 

Studios, 1 found that | could not enter without 
paying a $25 fee. was shocked. 1 may. Superhero, 
but Tma student Superhero, It did oë 

though, that forcing my way would nc 

Sylvia, and so I handed over the cash tos 

near-sighted female cashier who didn't c 

even once. 


When I entered 1 was amazed and surprised ti 

see an extraordinary number of stores selling fake 
penises, videos and handcuffs. There were also a 

lot of attractive females there. For a moment, it 
reminded me of remedial maths. I couldr't work it 
out. Then, like a body of water in one of my stunts, 

it hit me. ‘This was a place for men who had broken 
or damaged their penises. It also explained all the 
good-looking women walking around the place. They 
wanted the men lo feel as comfortable as possible in 


w se poles One of 
xd around it, 


1 ^s rt picking up al this place, | started to 
spin arourebGijas vacant pole nearby, Sure enough, 
women and gayle soon flocked to watch me 
grind the pole [hmnsess CEEL]. Suddenly, I saw the 
figure from the pole marchiggitowards me. She was 
cither really upset that I had stefan Bier. thunder, or i 
she couldn't resist me. It was the latterg " F; Fia. mins her, 1 yw 
later thal this woman was known as Nood hse £ itroduce uw. 
E 


After my dance with Miss Sydknee; I continued my 

hunt for Silvia. Suddenly, a giant penis and a pair : ose aE N minders 
of breasts materialised before my eyes. At first, 1 gniv. " 

thought I was dreaming (again — Ed. |. However. I was cce j va "à k 


airprieineiy roni: For instead of the familiar wet 


&dió me too much. It was 


giant penis and breasts instead, it was thes 
ting, if short interview. 


my life that 1 have encountered a penis 
as mine. Unfortunately, combined wit aaa? fadni actually heard of any of 
was no match for the power of th me Ihe movies she'd starred in, such as 
Jammed between them, I wag Wan. He Nasty Nymhos and The Adventures 
was a Hea: sight was covered with of Craven Moorehead. I was told 
a bit sorry for him, there were a lot of hardcore scenes in 
pg out in public like that, with them. I was impressed with that. I’ve 
n eight inches, Life sometimes just always been a fan of action movies. 
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Fraser's racist 
assertions 


Dy this stage, you must all he aware of the comments 
made by Associate Professor Andrew Fraser in the 
media. If not; Fraser wants to stop immigration 

inte Australia for all races except those of white 
background. The reasons he gives for this are 


*  Alricans apparently have a lower IQ on 
average lower than that of Caucasians; and 


* astrong Asian-Australian attendance in law 
schools is essentially bad for Australia. 


IQ standard 


Assuming that it is even acceptable to deny people of 
lower IQs entry into Australia (which it is not—this 
is dealt with later), the apparent study on Africans 
and their intellectual capability is rubbish, One's IQ 
is not only biological, but is heavily influenced by 
one’s environment. Africa is far less developed and 
fortunate than Australia in many aspects, induding 
education. I will bet my life that if they were given a 
chance to attend an Australian school that Africans 
will be as smart as anyone. Many of the world's 

most intelligent and influential people are African 
Americans. T shouldn't need to refer to examples, but 
Colin Powell, for instance, has an IQ of around 165. 


But this is beside the point. Just because someone's 

IQ is lower than some standard does not mean that 

we should shun them. Everyone is an individual and 
should be given a chance to prove themselves. If we 
take Fraser's argument, then why don't we shun or even 
remove other Australians who are of lower intellectual 
ability? This is clearly unacceptable just as it is to deny 
anyone entry into Australia who is lacking in IQ points. 


[f you think it is justifiable to say that Africans 
should not be allowed into Australia because 

they have low IOs, then how is it any different 

to. exclude women from the workplace because 

they are child bearers and there is a risk that they 
may not be able to dedicate themselves to their 
occupation, You cannot. Tt is about simple fairness, 
dignity and respect for fellow human beings. 
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‘Too many Asians! 


HPQ is so important to the professor; if Astan-Australians have studied and 
earned their place in law school, why is he complaining? Eraser seems to 
be contradicting himseli when he complains that the low 1 of Africans 


“wall bring down Australia, yet goeson to coniplain that Asian- Australians 


are oul-performing others and will therefore bring Australia down. 


An arücle in the Sydney Morning Herald says this Gf Eraser s arguments: “lift seems, in 
Fraser's view, relugees and other immigrants nor of Angle Celtic stock just can't win, 
They are either not intelligent enough or too intelligent by far? (Gerard Henderson, 
‘Speaking out of turn is not free speech 2 August 2005; see link: httpil/smhiconiau/news/ 
opinion, speaking-pul-of Lurn-is-not-free-speech/2005/08/01/1122748579322 html). 


Morcover and more importantly who is to say that Asian Australians will ruin 
Australia 3f they mach the rank of judge? Why are Asjan- Australians so different 

te Anglo-Australians? They are broughtup in the same environment, go to the 

same schools, drink the same water, sing the same anthem, and have alfesiance to 
Australia. Why then are Astan Australians such a threat to Australia if they work bard, 
raster the law and are awarded the rank of judge? Frasers argument is nonsense, 


Comments ins private vs professional capacity- Academic free speech? 


Sonic justify Fraser s comments by asserting that one's views and comments 
made in a private capacity are separable from one's professional role. 
firstly, T recommend that you read the abovementioned article from the 
Sydney Morning Herald. This passage is of particular relevance: 


“hy his letter to the Parramatta Sum Fraser evoked his academic title and his university 
appointment in an apparent attempt to give authority to his views on criminology, 
Australian history and psychology - concerns in which he hàs no particular expertise: 
Ina poorly written statement which he issued en July 2 
proclaim the merits of ihe White Australia Policy. Th 


9. Fraser even saw fit to 


«along way from public law." 


Hung Le observes that you may form your own opinion oPwhat is right and wrong 
and what to bebeve or not, but how often do vou, as a student, walk into a lecture with 
the view to judge what vour lecturer says and decide whetherto believe tt? Generally; 
students have insufficient prior knowledge of the subject, which often means they 
accept the fecturers word as correct. {Hung Le} Trote that although there is room tor 
different opinions in classroom, what is important to note is that academics" views dre 
generally accepted as fact by the vast majority of people. Tung Le further observes: 


"You must also take into account that not everyone in Australia benefits from sufficient 
education to be able to make informed decisions and Un: sure the arguments ofa 
university lecturer haye considerably more weight thal that ol the average Joe. Who would 
vou believe when they are stating facts--the lecturer or the janitor who empties the bins?” 


Henry Kim makes another point that Stis artificial to draw a distinction 
between opinions in the class room and outside it, Tf he has a racist 
opinion outside the classroom t would be highlv unlikely that this 
would not affect his judgmentin the treatment of his students" 


Fraser argued that there are too many Asian-Australian students in law 
school and that this will be dire for Australia, Praserisa law professor. How 
can this not impact his teaching and assessment of his Asian-background 
law students! And any argument of objectivity is rubbish, because it is 

a simple fact tat we are all swayed by then values and judgment. 


Just because you ré an academic does net mean you are allowed to bea racist 
Academics are part ol this world too. Thee cannot simply say what they want 
as (hough in an academic vacuum. What you say has repercussions. T concede 
thatacademics havea tight to speak and tell the truth as a result of bona fide, 
properly reseurched studies. Though he may say that Africans have lower 

Qs Gwhich he may find as a result of his studies, which would highly doubt 


would bedeasible and can in turn be refitted) he cannot say; consequently, that 


Atricansshould be excluded from Australia; This conclusión is not only a rash 


‘one LO Take, but most importantly it sees into the realm of human dignity and 


respect, which is more important than the black and white results of a study. 


Weare got dealing with rhe laws of gravity, We are dealing with human beings. 
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Guild constitution change 


Amidst the flurry of boys in pink dresses, 
semi-naked New College residents, and 
general Foundation Day silliness, the UNSW 
Student Guild attempted to conduct a 
gencral meeting to change its constitution. 


It was however unable to pass the proposed 
changes, after quorum could not be established. 
Students were offered beer vouchers and 
doughnuts as incentive to vote at the general 
meeting, which was to put forth changes ranging 
from reducing the Guild's fixed cost expenditure 
to introducing new positions into Guild Council, 


“We had the right number of people, but they 
kept coming and going - and for quorum, 
you need 270 people at the particular 
time.,.and we couldn't maintain that, 

which was very unfortunate,” said Guild 
Secretary/‘lreasurer, Gulfam Ahmed. 


He also admitted that bad timing was probably 
the reason that the meeting was unsuccessful, 
as well as the absence of those who had aided in 
the consultative process and who were simply 
unable to make it, Mr, Ahmed states that the 
need to alter the Constitution is a necessity. 


“The constitution stipulates fixed expenditure 
that the Guild faces, For example, the honorarium 
for each Office Bearer is calculated based on 
fixed proportions. We have somewhere between 
10 and 20 OBs that ure paid on this basis, and it 
represents a significant fixed cost. This system 
was devised on the assumption that the Guild 
receives a fixed income through compulsory 
fees, but if we have non-compulsory fees, 

then your priorities regarding whom you pay 
and how much you pay them changes.” 


Currently, the Guild spends over $200,000 

on honoraria, which Mr. Ahmed claims is 
unaffordable and must be reduced. The new 
constitution will stipulate that some people be 
paid through the fixed proportion system, and 
others are paid within a variable band. This 


would mean that the number of people who are 
being paid fixed amounts is less, und the total 
fixed cost that the Guild incurs goes down. The 
University has also expressed that it would look 
towards merging student organisations sometime 
in the future. A provision for this was part of the 
constitutional change as well. The other proposed 
changes include introduction of grievance 
procedures to ensure that every member would 
be able to benefit from the Guild, and the 
establishment of proportional representation. 


In the present Guild Council, whichever party 
wins clections attains majority representation. 
It is proposed that in the future, irrespective 
of who wins, unless they get 5096 or over, 
majority on Council is not automatic. 


“This way, Council is more representative. 
We would also like to introduce a Disability 
Officer position; explained Mr. Ahmed. 


So who devised these changes? Mr. Ahmed reveals 
that suggestions were sought from students and 
Office Bearers alike. According to Mr. Ahmed, 
the current constitution allows for amendments 
to be made to motions to be considered at a 
General Meeting. While the General Meeting 
allows people to make amendments. the 
Referendum does not. However, the GM is at a 
specific time, and many people cannot attend, 
whereas a referendum can be structured to 
allow as many people as possible to vole. 


Mr. Ahmed considers it important that 
"this constitution allow the future Guild 
enough flexibility to continue to ensure that 
students have representation and advocacy 
on campus, and to achieve that by adopting 
whatever form might prove necessary”. 


Considering tlie failure of the General Meeting, 
the Guild has now switched its tack and is 
holding a referendum. And yes, confectionery 
of some sort will still be given away. 

Mansha Tandon 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759356 


Notice of Referendum: 


The Guild will be holding a referendum to 
ept it’s new Constitution. The proposed 
otion for consideration is; "That the 
current Constitution be repealed and 
replaced with the new Constitution". 
-Manoj Dias-Abey/Gulfam Ahmed 


ALL VOTERS WILL RECEIVE A FREE 
DOUGHNUT AND SOFT DRINK 


A copy of the new constitution is 
available at: www.studentguild.unsw, 
édu.au/newconstitution.pdf 


You can vote at the following places 
on the following dates: 


Tuesday, 30th of August 


8:30am — 9:30am; MAIN WALKWAY 
8:30am - 9:30pm: GATE NINE 
11:30am — 2:30pm: QUAD LAWN 
11:30am = 2:30pm: LIBRARY LAWN 
11:30am — 2:30pm: CENTRAL 
LECTURE BLOCK 

4pm — 6pm: MATIN WALKWAY 

5pm - 7pm: LIBRARY LAWN 


Wednesday, 31st of August 


8:30ani - 9:30am: MAIN WALKWAY 
:30am — 2:30pm: QUAD LAWN 
30am — 2:30pm: LIBRARY LAWN 
11:30am — 2:30pm: BIOMED LAWN 
4pm — 6pm: MATN WALKWAY 


Thursday, Ist of September 


8:30am — 9:30am: MAIN WALKWAY 
8:30am — 9:30am: GATE 9 

11:30am — 2:30pm: QUAD LAWN 
11:30am — 2:30pm: LIBRARY LAWN 
11:30am — 2:30pm: RED CENTRE 
4pm - 6pm: MAIN WALKWAY 


Greetings t9 fiends enemies 

and hangers-on 

Why not inaugurate jon 
cichéd yet ye: 


TN Then PP 
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By Alex Serpo 


The University "Master Plan, also known as 
‘Campus 2020 is now in its final stages, The 
future development plan is currently being put to 
council approval, and outlines the entire future 
development of UNSW over the next L5 years, 
‘(he University commissioned the “Master Plan’ in 
1994 in order to supercede the "UNSW Strategic 
Plan 2005: The purpose of the plan is ^to provide 
the physical environment in which the university 
can achieve its goats’, which in turn are "to 

be Australiu's leading international research 
university with à reputation for excellence in 
scholarship, learning and student experience" 
The plan covers campus development, housing 
and transport às well as a range of minor issues 
including sustainability and environmental 
considerations. Currently in progress as part 

of the plan is the construction of the Western 
Car Park (along the main walkway) as well as 

the refitting of the Heffron (Chemistry cum 

Law) and construction of the analytical centre 
(attached to applied science). The remaining 
changes principally involve a major campus 
makeover combined with transport changes. 


In 2005 there were 32,802 students enrolled on 
campus at UNSW with an average decrease of 
nearly 694 per annum since 2003. Tn order to 
combat this, the "Master Plan’ includes q campus 
makeover with the aforementioned construction, 
‘This will hopefully improve the currently 
questionable aesthetic of UNSW (see project 
opportunities below), ‘hese changes include 

the creation of “Knowledge Clusters and Tubs"; 


National Library of Australia 


centres around the university where students 
accumulate to exchange ideas and information, 
such as the library lawn and Esme's. Along with 
this, the plan proposes to improve "Legibility' 
of Ihe access and space logic of UNSW, 


Along with the physical changes to. UINSW's 
physical environment comes a major transport 
overhaul. The Master Plan’ recommends various 
measures to reduce the number of people driving 
to UNSW, Currently 59% percent of students 
arrive by public transport, and the university 
plans to increase this number hy improving 
public transport combined with increasing 

the cost of parking. Currently the university 
estimates there are 2700 driving commuters 
during peak period. The Master Plan advocates 
2507 spaces, of which 955 are residential spaces, 
leaving over 1000 frustrated drivers, The plan 
recommends also that the university continue 
its policy of no long-term surface parking, 
although an additional 300 subterrancan 

spaces are recommended. Combined with this, 
Randwick City Council is planning to introduce 
a residential parking scheme throughout 
Randwick in order to reduce traffic density. Ihis 
will involve the installation of parking meters at 
a cost of approximately $2 per hour. The plan 
also recommends the increase of parking fees by 
895 per annum. All these changes are Intended 
to reduce the number of drivers by 396 per 
annum, and eventually to reduce the number 
of people driving to UNSW by over a third. 


lo outweigh these changes the university is 
proposing a large upgrade in public transport 


Muro Pel 
SOW STREP- 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759358 


access to the university. Currently, 245 buses 

per hour at peak time service the university. 

The plin recommends that the University, in 
conjunction with STA; increase both the number 
and efficiency of these buses; Along with this, 
bicycle access will be improved as well as the 
amount of student housing within walking 
distance of the campus. There is also a tentative 
recommendation for a light rail to be built which 
runs directly to {he campus within fifteen years. 


‘The University’s "Master Plan’ provides many 
on-campus practical and aesthetic changes 

that will be of great value to future students. 
Unfortunately, the majority of current 

students will never see these changes and 

will be inconvenienced by the construction 

in the meantime. One student, a combined 
Chemistry/Law major, complained that both 

his faculties were being refurbished, but in four 
years he would see neither new building and 
would be around only for all the construction, 
Likewise, the transport changes, along with the 
hypothetical light rail will dramatically improve 
access to UNSW. However, students will have to 
wait fifteen years in order to see these changes 
come into effect, and in the meantime students 
who drive will face increased fees with a decrease 
in the amount of available parking. While the 
"Campus 2020 Master Plan’ will bring future 
changes and will likely benefit all fulure students, 
we will all have to sufferin the meantime: 


All facts in this article were taken from ‘Curmpus 2020, 
The Master Plan’ written by Christopher Stapleton 
Cansulfing, Hiy Ltd. 


»campus2020»» 
master plan 
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By Alex Serpo 


When my little brother was four years old, he asked 
me if rain was God pissing down on us. After much 
consideration, | replied: “Yes.” According to a stumbling 
New College student, Foundation Day is “all about 
drinking over breakfast.” When it rained on the morning 
of Foundation Day, I figured God, like New College, 
must have been drinking over breakfast. This caused the 
Guild to spend an alleged two thousand dollars on an 
emergency rain tent that was erected just as the sun came 
out Evidently 

God has a sense 

of humour. 


Notwithstanding 

the early. divine 

intoxication, as 

wellasthe useless 

tent, Foundation 

Day began with 

à bang. There 

was music and 

celebration all around. Hardy Giles (Giles Hardy), and 
Michael Chamberlin both attempted to pump some 
humour into the swarming drunken masses. Picking up 
Chamberlin from the airport, I found him something of 
a sullen character, and this attribute was unaided by the 
fact that he confessed to previously having a “big night": 1 
was surprised to watch him step on stage, begin bursting 
with energy, and then return to a quiet reproachful self 
when he stepped off. 


The masses seemed to respond better to music than 
comedy however, and us the sun brightened, se did the 
atmosphere. Rastawookie got a group jumping and 
dancing, and the partying reached full swing. Soon 
there was a huge line for the bar that would continue 
throughout the day. Musses of cross-dressed boys 
emerging from Goldstein added colour to the festivities. 


Despite the stage schedule running two hours late, 


S 33 nes 3 E 

‘The Androids played for the best part of an hour. Even 
missing the tivo traditional Judges, the Guild and Union 
Presidents, the Scavenger Hunt judging went on at 3pm. 
Prior to the surprise items, the New College Team was in 
the lead by nearly a thousand points, launching ahead 
with Tharunka being mentioned on Richard Mercer's 
“Love Song Dedications’: The two teams fought hard 
for first place, with Panda Death Club winning best 
interpretive dance while New College took out the 
song contest. Longest armpit fdir traded places several 
times, finally ending with Panda Death Club. Best Dave 
Hume look alike went to New College, and both teams 
managed to smoke pubic hair in à bong. The scores were 
looking close with the competition finale of most naked 
people on stage. I was informed while on stage thal the 
police would arrest anyone who got completely naked. on 
stage, although one cop reportedly said "it's ok if they're 
chicks" After being surrounded by masses ol semi- 
naked entrants, the Scavenger Hunt was awarded to New 
College. This was lucky, as a decision otherwise may have 
ended ina riot. In fact, the bar staff closed the bar an 
hour carly due to an enormous amount of reportedly 
already-drunk patrons. 


After the festivities T went to interview David Uncle, 
the New College entrant who engineered the winning 
Foundation Day stunt. The stunt involyed doing a letter 
drop toaboul.400) housesin Vaucluse, informing residents 
they were only allowed to use their water on every second 


day, According to Uncle, “we put a 

bunch of water-saving ideas on the 

back... and if you didn’t comply 
there would be hefty fines? The Stunt hit the media first 
thing the next day, with the Sydney Morning Herald, The 
Daily Telegraph and NOVA 969 news all doing stories. 
Uncle also stated, ^T left my phone number on top of 
the letterhead, with a voicemail message saying : Hi you 
have reached Sydney Water. All our operators are busy 
at the moment. Leave your number and a short message 
and we'll get back to you at our earliest, convenience?” 
Untortunately, 
through the 
phonenumber 
Sydney Water 
able 
the 


and 


were 
to trace 
prank 
New College 
was caught, 
Uncle said that 
"Sydney Water 
got in contact 
with the Dean, 
saying we know it's not too serious, If he can go down 
and do a letter drop for us, and show us all the houses 
he went to, we'll let him off. I had to do it last weekend 
Iweek before Foundation Day|. As a consequence, | 
missed the road trip.” Second Prize Stunt went to an 
anonymous entrant that placed banners throughout 
Sydney University praising UNSW. Unfortunately, the 
signs were laken down by 9am. 


The dance party kicked off around 8pm and ran till 
late. Apart from a fire being lit in one of the Quadrangle 
garbage bins and giant queues due ro a securily shortage. 
it reportedly went off without a hitch. When asked 
about the day, Guild President Major Dias-Abey noted 


“anything that could go wrong, did go wrong.” However 
this reporter can humbly say, despite the setbacks, I and 
everyone T spoke to had a hell of a lot of fun. 
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National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759359 


Apply through UAC for a place in the 


Bachelor of 
Resource Economics . 


The BResEc combines basic science and 
mathematics with quantitative, analytical 
economics for a rewarding education and 
career as an environmental economist, natural 
resource economist or general economist. 


National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759360 


Seeking THIRD PLUS GENERATION 
AUSTRALIAN BORN CHINESE for PhD 
research on Chinese Identity 


PhD research student seeks lo interview Australian born 
Chinese who are third generation or more (i.c. people 
born in Australia and either one of the parents was born 

in Australia). The interview will involve discussions 
concerning family migration history, links maintained with 
place of origin, and sense of identity/belongingness. The 
interview session will 

be audio taped and last for approximately 1.5 hours. 
Contact Lucille Ngan, UNSW School of Sociology and 
Anthropology by email at: L.nganééstudent unsw.cdu.au 


National Library of Australia 


LAW REVUE 


There are 
UE THAM tipies p. 
ec Y Stories from the land of 
tst is abont to be told, T UM 
j cience The; i 
wite tage ce Theatre wi] be engulf, lt 
of C 1 annual Law Reyye Th ^ i 
Iu Ane Chroni 
85 the Bitch and the Xenoph i £ 
Aenophobe 


airberpa: The 
Itisa Crucial ye, 
Revue Promises 


year's Law 


at Prepares YOu Socially 

omething that can 

Ne Of this year’s dj 

ehm pes » been especially ca 

TAURO Jokes about tut ge je poni 

m Unis Ors and lecturers that 8 
ay 


and Culturally 
t be quantified 
rectors, That 


between 12.5 > with 


4and 5, 


Date: Friday 2 sth 
; Location: Civil E 
ime: During screening (starts 6pm) 


Orthodox Chrisuan Fellowship AGM 


Date: Thursday 18th of August (Week 4) 
Location: Quadrangle building Room 1007 
(East wing, near Student Guild office) 
Time; 12— Ipm 


Orthodox Christian Fellowship is for anyone! It is 

for those who want to investigate issues, which are 
interesting and relevant to them. Tt is for those who 
are interested in learning about Orthodox Christianity. 
Itis also for those who want to meet people and have 
fun! Anyone interested should attend the AGM. 


NUTS is celebrating its 20th year of 

existence with a party to end all parties! 

Come along and celebrate 20 years 

of student theatre.at UNSW with past 

NUTters and members of the UNSW 

and Theatre community, 

Wednesday September 7th (Week 7) 

7pm, Roundhouse 

For more information or to book tickets 
please email birthday@nuis.org.au 
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759361 


pour minë Physi j 5 à 
Jny mind was encounteringa sociology text daring a casual | 
browse ina public libram in Melbourne, I knew Pd found: 
what I'd been looking for in education. Sociology is a display 
at: wonderful minds. Mesa luxury - although it shouldn't be; 


Katherine hastens lodd - ‘to be able to think for the sake of 


thinking. T fec blessed to have thee Years of uth funded 


tine to think critically about issues and contribute: kc new. 


knowledge about the sociology.of health: 


Katherineis onan APA scholarship, fundedbythe ARG, to look 


at clinieian identity and health reform in mültidisciplinary: 
teams, using among other methods Video Ethnography She. 
is eojoving her fieldwork, which she has been undertaking: 


inan Intensive Care Unity and is excited about being on the 


other side of lonce to be able to.critically analyse the world oF | 
which Twas once part; Katherine loves doing multiple laps 
of Centennial Park on her beloved bike. Deciding whore t. © 


tive was easy 1 chose to live in 1H, 1 thrive on the cultural 
diversity. My bike and the diverse people [ meet help me to 
survive and thrise an the voller enaster. boh a PRR 


National Library of Australia 


AUSTRALIA SET TO BECOME AN 
INTERNATIONAL FRINGGE DWELLER 
IN INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 


By Geoff Capelin 
Postgraduate Advocate 


The Government's new legislation regarding the operation of Australian Workplace 
Agreements (AWAs) will drive a stake through the heart of the land of the ‘fair go’ 


One particularly misleading piece of advice from the government is that discriminatory 
dismissals will remain unlawful. his is part of the truth, but only part; the protection 
that the current system provides is Lo ensure that non-discriminatory reasons for 
dismissals cannot be used by employers às a method for avoiding unlawful dismissal of 
an employee: because such dismissals are currently covered by unfair dismissal laws. 


For example, if an employer sacks an employee for being pregnant, that is an 
unlawful dismissal under the new legislation. Rut what if the employer cites poor 
work performance as the reason for dismissal as a method of avoiding the unlawful 
dismissal provisions? Under these new laws there is no feasible remedy for employees 
in such circumstances, The fact is employers will simply cite dismissal reasons other 
than those that are prescribed as unlawful, This highlights a key flawed principle in 
the legislation: It seeks to make unfairness permissible in some 
circumstances, but not in others. This will Inevitably lead 

to huge inequities in standards even within workplaces. 


What the Prime Minister doesn't tell you is that by removing the unfair dismissal 
protection currently provided by the Industrial Relations Commission, he is 
removing the only cheap, cost effective avenue of redress that employees have 

to challenge being unfairly sacked; whether the sacking is unlawful or not. The 
remedy the government regards as protection is using the Federal Court system and 
hiring expensive legal counsel to prosecute the matter. This is a non-option; what 
employee can afford to wait around for two years to sce if their sacking from their 
job was unlawful? What employee can afford to pay tens of thousands of dollars 

for the privilege of waiting two years to find out if they were unfairly sacked? 


Another key misleading statements relates to choice. As can be currently seen in 
the Minister's own Department, the only way to gain a job at the Department 
of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) is by signing an AWA. No 
AWA, no jab. In addition, the Department is insisting that it will not finalise 

a collective agreement with staff and is insisting that existing employees must 
sign an AWA. So while the Minister is 'swanning' around the country telling 
voters that AWA's are about choice and that employees cannot be forced onto 
AWA's; he is trying to force his department's employee's onto AWAS. 


Employers will be able to make promotion, pay rises and not be made redundant 
all conditional upon signing an individual contract ( AWA), With the removal of the 


current no disadvantage test, the new contract will be tested against five bare minimums: 


minimum hourly rate (currently $12.75), weekly hours (probably 38), annual leave 
(probably four weeks, but perhaps less) and unpaid carers and parental leave. 


All of the other conditions that employees have currently in their collective agreements 
such as overtime; penalty rates, redundancy provisions (including payments), jury 
leave, trade union leave, study-leave can all be abolished through the imposition 

of AWA's. Conditions such as long service leave and superannuation are also not 
protected by the new federal legislation, but the government likes to argue that 

super is covered by other legislation and long service leave by state legislation. While 
this is true, many collective agreements currently have better arrangements than 

the legislative minimum and therefore these conditions can also be attacked. 


It is also interesting that the government states that it wants long service leave covered 
by state legislation at a time when it is seeking to use the Corporations’ power in the 
Constitution to introduce national industrial laws, The clear implication is that this is 
just another way to erode this particular entitlement; otherwise why not legislatively 
protect the condition as the government proposes to do with annual holidays? 


For the University sector these changes are even more chilling because there will be a 
requirement from the government to tie government funding of universities to the introduction 
of conditions cutting AWA's, The sector will not receive some funding from the government 
unless AWA' are forced onto staff. This will mean even less job security, which will mean 

a further reduction in quality as more and more experienced staff leave the sector. 


FOCUS GROUPS OF POSTGRAD STUDENTS 


There area lot of changes proposed for postgraduate students so it's vital the PGB know more about 
the students that we represent. 


We would like to convene focus groups consisting of a wide range ol postgraduate students. We are 
looking to capture accounts of the UNSW postgraduate experience. We hope that these will enable 
us to put language and depth of experience alongside the randomised survey of postgraduates that 
Rae Dufty organised as last year’s PGB Convenor. We will actively seek at least to have each faculty, 
international students, residential students, coursework, and research students represented. Our 
ability to organise eroups representing diverse interests and experiences will of course depend on 
interest. Eliza has already spoken with COFA students. Any ideas on design or people to approach/ 
include would be much appreciated. We anticipate that they would take about an hour and we would 
seek to hold them at convenient times for you over the next few weeks 


If you would be willing to share your experience in a confidential and de-identified manner in à 
focus group please let us know by sending a return email to Peter (p.rnugusé&studenl.unsw.ediau). 
Once interest is gauged we will write back to you, seeking times that suit you and which enable us to 
organise groups as efficiently as possible. We will [ecl grateful and privileged for the opportunity to 
hear and learn from your experience as a postgraduate student at UNSW! Many thanks. 


Cheers! 
Eliza and Peter 


A RUMINATION ON STUDY, 
FOR YOUR MASTICATION 


STUDY is like the heaven's glorious sun, 
That will not be deep searched with saucy looks; 
Small have continued plodders ever won, 
Save base authority from others books. 
Shakespeare 


STUDY lends a kind of enchantment to all our surroundings. 
Balzac 


The STUDY of beauty is a duel in which the artist cries with terror before being defeated 
- Baudelaire 


Che STUDY of crime begins with the knowledge of oneself. All that you despise, all that you loathe, 
all that you reject, all that you condemn and seek to convert by punishment, springs from you. 
- Henry Mille 


The STUDY and knowledge of the universe would somehow be 
lame and defective were no practical results to follow. 
- Cicero 


Pm a STUDY of a man in chaos in search of a frenzy, 
Oscar Levant 


After three years STUDY, you want to tell the world; 
after three more, you hardly want to move an inch. 
Chinese Proverb 


Asfor me, I never STUDY. In our abbey, we never study, for fear of the mumps. 
- Rabelais 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24759362 


Articles compiled by PGB Co-Convenors 
Eliza Muldoon and Peter Nugus. 


Events Calendar 


www.pgb.unsw.edu.au 


We look forward to seeing you 
at these events soon! 


For details of how to become involved, see the 
PGB website or keep un eye on the PGB e-list. 


Tuesday August 1b" 

PGB big bbq 

4-6 pm: This one i5 a must- collect your free 
food and PGB bag (see picture below) 

NOT TO BE MISSED. 


Wednesday August 17" 
PGB AGM 


4pm: All postgraduate students are 
invited to our annual general mecting 
of members, Come one come all. 


Sunday August 21^ 


Sydney swans 
The Postgraduate Board teams up with the 
Sydney Swans to introduce you to AFL football 


In the following months you can look forward to 
lawn bowls, cricket, trivia night, and free films! 


SRS 


postgraduate board 
students 24 hr computer tab 
REPRESENTATION POSTECACUATE GUIOE 
sp peo advice and advocacy 


i POSTGRAD 


POSTÉQGAO LOUNGE publica. 


seminar series AC 
subsidised iar capa 


RRS Ie DE 4 


E 
www.pgb.unsw. bunswedue 
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OB Reports 


President’s 
Report 
August 2005 


I recently attended a 

Presidents’ Summit in 

Canberra from the 14-16" June. In total, T think 
there were over 25 campus Presidents and NUS 
Office-Bearers in attendance. The intent of the 
Summit was two-fold: 


Presidents signed on to a ‘Fairness 
Pledge’ 

Discussion about contingency planning 
in the event VSU is introduced 


The “Fairness Pledge’ was an attempt to tackle 
head-on some the criticisms that Nelson had 
been levelling against the Student Organisation 
sector, The Fairness Pledge aimed to enshrine the 
following four principles: 


All students have the right to access a 
decent level of services and representation 
on campus. 

Part-time and external students will 
be charged a fee commensurate with 
their ability to engage with the campus 
community. 

Student Organisations will implement 
a flexible payment system for students 
facing extreme financial hardship. 
Cross-institutional students will not have 
to pay student fees more than once. 


As with any industry, Student Organisationsare not 
withoutfault,and thereare many outstanding issues 
that we need to address. However, we only need to 
look at the recent ‘Palmer Inquiry; commissioned 
to look into the Department of Immigration and 
Mulücultural and Indigenous Affairs, to see that 
even in the highest echelons of our public service, 


there is room for improvement. 


However, it is clear that the desire to introduce 
VSU and shut down Student Organisations is 
an ideological obsession of the Federal Liberal 
Government Il the desire were truly to bring about 
change for the benefit of students, Minister Nelson 
would be engaging with Student Organisations to 


bring about these reforms. 


Regardless, the UNSW Student Guild signed 
on to the Fairness Pledge to say that Student 
Organisations recognised that some ‘reforms’ had 
to be made in the sector, and these changes would 
be implemented next year regardless of whether 
VSU is introduced, The fight continues in semester 
2 to save our Student Organisations, so come and 


getinvolved, 


Contact: president@guild unsw,.edu.au 


National Library of Australia 


Secretary/Treasurer 
—Tharunka report 


Editors note: Gulfam is a great 

guy, Everybody should read his 

report. I know this may sound 

eliched, maybe even a little 

hackneyed, but this report really did change my life, 
For the better. 


Greetings supporters, friends, fans, and... well, 
I think the word ‘fans’ just about covers anyone 
important. Welcome to the Financial Review 
Edition of the Secretary/Treasurer's Office bearer 
report. 


Before 1 proceed, T would just like to comment 
on Patrick “I like to think up one liners in my 
spare lime’ Coyte, who conmmented on my report 
favourably numerous times, which cemented my 
already high opinion of him, 


Financially the Guild is doing well, and we are well 
on target to amassing a rather large surplus. I am 
not a believer in large surpluses, because I think it's 
unfair to collect mare money than you need, but I 
am a believer in financial prudence and efficiency, 
which means lower costs and greater value to 
students. Already we can see the investment 
opportunities that the free money generated has 
enabled which will enable us to provide even 
greater and higher quality services to students 
such as yourself. 


Ihe advent of VSU will mean we will have to 
restructure the organisation, and invest now in 
vital infrastructure and development. I will have 
to stop there, and perhaps I might write an article 
about it in Tharunka, because if 1 go on TI use 
up my 400 word limit and have finished with all 
rhetoric and no facts. Given Tam not the previous 
administration, I have no intention of doing this, 


The Guild is a full $47,569 above our projected 
result as of mid-year. This money will be put back 
into students thraugh investments for the future, 
$0 it can keep paving dividends to students year 
on in, This is largely due to lower than expected 
departmental expenditure, as our departments 
have tended to focus more on participation and 
representation {which is traditionally quite cheap) 
and less on events. In short: less show and more 
action. We have still held large scale events, but 
these have been well managed and Lam sure if you 
have had the privilege of going to O-week, Eca- 
Fair, The Night Markets or read a Tharunka, you 
will see that the quality has gone up, but would not 
be aware of how much the cost has gone down. 


We also had unexpectedly large revenue amounts 
generated by Tharunka, almost 800% higher than 
expected, CASOC, by close to $4000 and Activities, 
which has generated close to 415000 more than 
expected, and this is before Foundation Day! 


The results are also higher because we cut the pay 
of the student office bearers, which traditionally 
accounts for close to 10% of our budget, freeing up 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24 759363 


more money to spend on students such as yourself. 
The only line item of note which has blown out 
is “Office Amenities” This is the cost of fixing 
doors, doorknobs, and putting up whiteboards, 
etc, This is due to mismanagement from the 
prior administration which decided to refurbish 
the Guild with a grant from the university which 
they promptly spent, but left the jab undone. This 
meant the current Guild needed to pay for it from 
our operating budget. Despite this, we are still 
almost $50,000 better off than we expected, With 
a restructure in progress, our operating budget 
is likely to see an even higher surplus, and our 
investments are likely to be quite significant. The 
mid year budget will be available at our website if 
you wish to have a look. If you have any questions, 
feel [ree to email me at sectreas@guild.unsw.edu. 
au 


Gulfam 


Indigenous 
Department Report 


Hi Guys, 


two for the 

Indigenous Department 

is about expressing our 

Culture, celebrating our Culture; and educating 
people about our Culture, 


Session 


We will express our culture for what itis- beautiful, 
strong and inspiring. We will have a concert in 
week 5 to showcase contemporary Indigenous 
talent. This is all about Indigenous students 
feeling comfortable celebrating their culture and 
getting to know each others’ stories and forming 
the relationships that cannot be broken- they 
are formed through bonds that can only be felt, 
experiences most will never hear about, and a 
will to make it in a world that has oppressed our 
people for many years. This concert will be a 
family friendly event, alcohol free, so that fun can 
be had for all. There will be performers, traditional 
Indigenous food, barbeque, and stories. ‘lhe fine 
details are getting finalised as I type this up. Not 
only is this a way for Indigenous students to 
express their culture in a positive way- it isa means 
for non-indigenous people to become involved in 
the Indigenous community and celebrate a culture 
that has survived against the odds for so long. 


Another method of expression may be considered 
by many to be less powertul, but if it teaches one 
person that no matter how nice or sugar coated a 
racial insult may be; it is still racism and it is still 
wrong and you have every right to make it known 
that itís not acceptable. In my experience, there area 
great proportion of Indigenous people who ignore 
racial insults and comments, or do not confront 
the individual because of a fear of authority 
enshrined from decades of abuse and ignorance 
from authorities, I hope to, through a discussion 
paper written from an Indigenous perspective- 
containing many Indigenous perspectives and 


stories; illustrate the different forms of racism, 
what remedies are available, who can help and in 
this way T hope to illustrate that the student Guild 
is not something to be fearful or cynical of (despite 
many being cynical through past circumstances). 


l also want Indigenous students who come here to 
study and not feel like they are treading water- it is 
a huge transition to come to Uni for most people 
and anyone with an understanding of Indigenous 
people, culture and families will understand 
that it is especially difficult. That is why T have 
put together an jnformation pack outlining the 
services that Sydney has to offer, the services that 
may be a necessity but not something many feel 
comfortable asking about in a foreign city, It also 
outlines the various Aboriginal communities 
throughout the Sydncy region, and where you can 
go to get support from fellow Indigenous people- 
or to ask an elder for advice or guidance. What 
many people don't realise is that there isn't simply 
the homesickness of home where the family is, 
but also for many it is homesickness and yearning 
to be on their native land- which is why I have 
included peaceful natural places for these people 
lo go to in order to relax, gather their thoughts or 
feel a sense of connection. | have made this guide 
quite comprehensive, a place for many saltwaters, 
freshwaters, and even bushies as ] am. 


Another thing that is extremely important for me 
to achieve in session two is education of as many 
people as possible as to what is acceptable language 
in the presence and what is unacceptable and 
downright offensive- because no longer will "oh 
sorry I didn't know" be accepted- there are enough 
opportunities and books for people to engage with 
to getan understanding, ignorance is no excuse! 

T am hoping to achieve this by holding a forum 
after our main events in weeks 5 and 10 have 
finished, but greater detail will be provided a few 
weeks before the event is to take place, 


In week 10, with the help of the Indigenous Lawsoc 
representativt, we are organising an Indigenous 
Fundraising dinner for the all important Nura Gili 
Prc-Programs. At this event (open to anyone- nol 
just Uni staff and students) will be an opportunity 
to socialise with Indigenous people and non- 


Indigenous people that are interested in Indigenous 
culture or support the Indigenous cause. At this 
event there will be an opportunity lo take part in 


the fundraising auction. 


Pm sure many other projects will come my way 
from students’ ideas- bur that is what is concretely 
planned thus far for session two- and I hope that 
all of you who are interested will support these 


events. 
Kind Regards, 


Natalie Cromh 
Indigenous Officer 


National Library of Australia 


Environment 
Department 
Report 


Editor's note: This report 

was submitted carly. This 

is actually the first time in the history of Tharunka 
that an OB report has been submitted before the due 
date, and it would only be proper to acknowledge 
that here, These people should get a medal. 


Hey grecnies (and others!) 


We're in the midst of organising Environment 
Week 2005 at the moment and it’s getting REALLY 
busy! We've planned events for Monday-Thursday 
for Week 5 (which incidentally, 
coincides with Women's Week}. So it's going to 
be choc-a-bloc! If you want to get involved with 
making E-Week happen, feel free to pop by the 
Guild and leave a message in the Enviro pigeonhole 
or email us at enviro&guild.unsw.edu.au. 


lunchtimes 


We're also having Enviro Collective meetings every 
Thursday at 1-2pm. By the time this goes to print, 
we may have relocated our meetings from the 
Quad Lawn (we're the group with the huge calico 
banner on the grass} to Rin 1001 — if we're not at 
one plaice, were at the other! Be sure to come by 
to listen to what we have to say, or just simply pop 
by to say hi! 


We'll be following on from our Semester 1 Paper 
Campaign with EcoPads as well as uniting with 
our rational (Australian Students’ Environment 
Network ~ ASENJ, state {State Environment 
Activist Network — SEAN) and UNSW activists 
in à massive campaign against climate change! So 
there's heaps of exciting Ihings happening with the 
Enviro Collective — make sure you're involved! 


Your Environment Directors, 


Susan (0423 826 700) & Naomi (0413 700 911) 


POSTGRADUATE BOARD (PGB) CO- 
CONVENORS' REPORT 


Io new postgraduate students, welcome and to 
continuing postgrads welcomie back! 

It has been an extremely busy. few weeks for us. 
Firstly, we would like to welcome Damien Fisher, 
our newest Board member. Of course, the Stop 
VSU campaign continues. The new senate 1s ready 
to go, so now we have just weeks left to fight and 
plan. Don't forget the NDA on August 10th, There 
are so many ‘what ifs’ to consider right now; what 
if full fee VSU comes in? What if a general service 
fee, charged by the university, is permitted? What 
if we win this battle? A lot of contingency plans 
necd to be made. 

Many of you will Know that the new Graduate 
Research School has arrived- much to the delight 
of research students across the university. As co- 
convenors we will be mecting fortnightly and 
working with Prof. Margaret Harding, the Dean of 


the GRS, to help ensure that the school serves the 
needs of research students. 

‘There are some exciting plans underway, The 
Events Committee has been working on an events 
calendar for session 2. See the PGB pages for details. 
Special thanks to Angela Barrett for translating our 
Events 

calendar from ideas to actual events. 

We are thrilled that the new furniture has arrived 
as well as the new 

laptops for hire. Thanks to Yvonne Luxford for 
organising this. We are now working closely with 
the library on a refurbishment to create extra 
postgraduate study space. 

Some of you may have seen us addressing new 
coursework for postgraduate students, visiting 
your classes or at the PGB stall. Thanks to Geoff 
Capelin and Damien Fisher for staffing the stall. 
Recent PGB seminars have included: The future of 
Bi-lingual education in China and Efficiency Wage 
Models in the Australian Economy. On Tuesday, 
2nd August, we arc hosting: Radical Islam and Civil 
Democracy. Don't forget our BBQ on Tuesday, 
16th August 4pm on the Scientia lawn. The PGB 
AGM is on Wednesday, 17th August. We are 
looking for more postgrads to join the Board — 
especially coursework postgrads! Board members 
can be elected directly at our AGM rather than 
baving to wait until annual elections later in the 
year. Most importantly please sign up to our email 
list so that you can participate in discussions and 
find out what's happening: http://www.pgb.unsw. 
edu.au/mailman/listinfo/post-grad 


Eliza Muldoon and Peter Nugus 
Co-Convenors, Postgraduate Board 


Activities 
Director's 
Report 


Hey dudes and gals) It's 

your Activities Director 

Vega hete, and have | got a report for you! Yes T 
have! 


Foundation day was a smashing success, thanks 
à bunch to everyone who helped out on the day 
- the ORs, those good looking, snappily dressed 
Tharunka editors, and especially the volunteers, 
The day would not have happened without your 
tireless non-paid labour, and I hope it gets you a 
job some day: 


Thad a fantastic time on Foundation day — it was 
a little stressful though! Luckily 1 didn't let it get 
to me, and got the Chance to see Some greal acts. 
Rastawookie and the Androids really went off. but 
my favourite was Sydney four-piece The Nouns, 
who played at the end of the day. T can honestly say 
lve never enjoyed a band so much in my life — they 


really "rocked-out"! 
Well, that's all from me, Vega! 


Vega 


Compiled by Patrick Coyte 
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Mise eub ures ES REEE 

thie ENES on : Cazac 

D 1 = i Å T E 

i cun m : i The art of hair and make up 

11 Havelock Ave Coogee 
9665 5735 


Before 


Lecturer; Department of Spanish Party Princess 
and Latin American Studies. 


Fluent in Spanish Cruising to Ravish 
Passionate Teacher Party Preacher 
Marking Tests Dressed to impress 
Coffee & Books Jealous looks 


E E o SO ee Se P eG UTER ST et Enc 


Marks if you're right Out all night. 


= 
= 
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